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| Guatemalan'Abproach - Meeting, June 1, 1954 ,;

-;_14: j]came as usual to the home of Lawrence, on the night of June l, at

Lawrence's request, whlch Lawrence told him was fOr the purpose of passing

on to him and v [ en important development which should be of

1nterest.to the latter and his fellow officers. A decision has been made
- : ;

'thet steps will pe taken to prevent further deliveries of arms to Guatemsala.

This decision is necessary in view of the Alfhem case. Further acquisitions

will accentuéte the~dengers of the spread of Communism from Guatemala to Central
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; Amerlca- there is no certainty whatever as to the ultlmate possession of these
";arms in Guatemala, inspite of the stout assurances of the Colonel that they

- will remain in the absolute control of the Army —- a change of the top command,

at the stroke of Arbenz' pen, could eliminate those offlcers who now claim to

-guarantee ‘that the arms will not reach the Communists, Neither could there
- be any assurance that some quantity of the present shipment or thoee to come

_ would not be dlverted from Guatemala into the hands of subversive elements

in neighboring countrles. In the circumstances, any other decision on the
part of the United States but effective measures to prevent further deliveries
would be bllnd to the realities. It was desired that[T' ~J know of
the decision, and pass it to his fellow officers, inasmuch as hls professions
of cooperation have been accepted at face value and this information is a gesture
of cooperation in return.

2. [ :lstartedfto.saytthat[: \is very sure of his informa-
tion on the present security of the Alfhem shipment, but Lawrence interrupted

and said that he could only find the Colonel's defense of the deal very dis-

-appointing, He ignored the obligation necessarily implicit in a deal with a
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Conﬁnunis;b"tvnationv.v The arms would never have been released by the Soviets had

. 'they not’ had full confidence that their delivery in Guatemala would - be safe
- . for Sov:Let purposes and would require the assmnption of a corresponding obliga—
: tion by the G'uatemalan quernment, which had obviously been breaking its neck
| - to. get arms anywhere it could often by the most devious and almost disreputable

means. Iawrence hoped tha'tE _onuld tell the Colonel that his omission of

this s:Lgnificant factor could not be overlooked, and that complacency in face

w _“.
oﬁ the most clea.r cut Communist intervention to date in Guatemala's internal

L affairs can only be considered disappointing and dangerous.

J.E ‘3 admitted ‘that he was very depressed over the whole incident and :

‘also disappointed in the Colonel. He took hope, however, in word that an
-important message was expected by the Colonel the next day; a- perscn was coming
- from Cruatemala with this message- and vould ‘have lunch with[ ] The message

mlght be. some specific line-up on the present plans of the Colonel's friends.
E jasked what the reaction was to the Colonel's suggestion on cutting
off oil imports, on an mofficial basis. Iawrence told him that this would

not be done; it was a kind of unilateral actlon vhich the United States had

- forysworn in coping with this problem, placing its trust in the mter—American

- system. Effective action could only be taken by all suppliers and if they acted

together it would be obnous that they had received orders, . _‘

e

T



